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25 January 1850

Holland, Michigan

An entry in the diary of Hoyt G. Post in which he stated that he attended Van Raalte's church with his mrsnts.
"Mr. Van Raalte evinced much satisfaction to see us, and was very agreeable during the short dine we had to see
him at intermission. The more I see Mr. Van Raalte the more! see to admire." [page 1411]
This transciption is located in the Post Family Papers, Holland Historical Trust collection, the Joint Archives of
Holland at Hope College, T88-0160.
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every year. Mother is in the best spirits I every saw her
and sister E. is fairly besideherself with delight. We have
a world of questions to ask and answer. The day wore away,
and before we were aware of it the clock struck eleven.
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Sabbath, 25th. - Mother and father were very anxious

to visit the church,. so we harnessed thehorses and we all
went to church, rather late but in time for them to see all
there was to be seen and get a good idea of the congregation
and, what they more particularly desire, Mr. Van Raalte.
They were very much pleased with him and said they were
agreeably disappointed in the Dutch. I'hope they are and
certainly have no reaáon to doubt their own statement. Mr.
Van Raalte evinced much satWaction to see us, and was very
aggreeable during the short time we had to see him at intermission. The more I see Mr. Van Raalte the more I see to
admire. I was deeply interested, soffie time since, to hear
him relate some of his trials in Holland, when, by his preaching he had offended the government. He went to Deventer to
preach, knowing well the feeling that existed against him but
fully resolved to do his duty, placing his trust in the Most
High. He was arrested, thÉ popular fury was at such a height
St the officers whi5,Arrested him had to be escorted by sold.iers to keep him from being tonn into pieces by the mob. He
was brought into court, the case waacommenced by the king's
advocate, whose plea wasprepared and covered seventeen pages
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quarto, was delivered. The advocate was an eloquent man, his
plea was erudite and his delivery such that the vast audience could not restrain expressions of malignant hate and
detestation for the prisioner who sat composed and quiet. The
plea was closed by remarks to the effect that as he was of a
good family, it was a. pity • that he shoald, by his course,
bring disgrace on his family who occupied positions of the
highest respectabAlity.

This wounded his pride. As the .

advocate elosed he was permitted to speak in his own defence.
He sprang to his feet, clapped his hands, and burst forth upon
them. fte addressed the judges. told them he knew they thirsted
for his blood, that he was obnoxious to them, that he had no
reason to expect mercy from their hands, lie then commenced a
review of the advocatel s plea. It was a series of delineations
drawn in glowing but false colors. To balance these representations he. drew his picture, held it up to the view of the audience. fte had not gone far before the sobs could be distinctly
heard among his hearers. The multitude who a few minutes
before were eager to pour out his blood, were completely
subdued and many in tears. He concluded. The judges besought
him to leave them. Ee was discharged from several indictments
with a trifling fine. Several times while he was speaking
the king's advocate, almost beside himself with rage, sprang
to his feet and was about to speak, but the judges as often
called him to order. He said, in relating this account, that
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until he rose to his feet he had not the slightest idea
what his defence Whould be, or in what manner he would begin.
To conclude, he told them he believed it to be his duty to
preach in Deventer and that he should do so. fte once related
an anecdote of another minister, who was arrested for the
same offence, who was so fearful that he lost all command of
himSelf, and had. to be supported by his friends. While on the
floor he was completely overcome by fear, and could scarcely
totter'along when ordered to take the criminal's seat.
February 28th. - The days have passed on wings since
father and mother arrived, and before we have become accustomed
to see our parents with us the day has come for them to leave
for Kalamazoo to visit friends there before going home. I am
going with them to K. to "recreate" a short time. Miss Langdon
is grieved because she cannot leave her school and go up to
Marshall to rest awhile; but Dominie is anzious to have the
school go on now that all is in a flourishing condition. This
morning we intended to start but ther sky was overcast with clouds
and it rained smarly at daybreak. We held on till noon, and as
the prospect was good for fair weather we started. Good byes
which were heartfelt were exchanged and we left the village of
Holland and entered the forest which shades the road to Wells'
Tannery, th,3t being our route. As we entered the worst part of

